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Blue trees raise a red flag

Ponsonby’s newest gallery

Black Asterisk is a new exhibition space on 
Ponsonby Road, boasting two floors and 

five elegant, well-presented rooms for exhibiting 
all mediums of art. 

The love child of artist Stuart Broughton, 
Black Asterisk originally began as a pop-up 
gallery, which had a successful sojourn on 
Jervois Road in early 2009. Broughton was 
motivated by the challenge of securing suitable 
temporary venues to show his work, and wanted 
to settle down to more permanent exhibiting, 
so he took the plunge and established a 
committed gallery operation. In winter 2011 
he found a large building at 10 Ponsonby 
Road, and Black Asterisk, as a permanent 
operation, became a reality in September, 
with Broughton’s own photography show The 
Floating launching proceedings.

Black Asterisk aims to be exhibition 
orientated, with a primary mandate of getting 
largely unseen, reasonably priced quality art in 
front of the public and available for sale. 

“I hope it’s a place of discovery; I’ve always 
found that discovery moment with art is integral 

From a pop-up gallery on Jervois Road to a permanent space in 
Ponsonby, Black Asterisk is a new gallery with attitude. 

to its enjoyment, and with five spaces to 
explore, there’s plenty of opportunity to do 
this” says Broughton. “To this end I’m having 
considerable success presenting work from 
artists not local to Auckland.”

Broughton will also feature his own work. 
“My career’s at an exciting point, with a 
reasonable body of work behind me. One 
work, The Boatman, is selling well, selling 
out of its large edition, and several others 
are also proving popular. Being tied up with 

the business side, I see as a temporary but 
necessary fallow period for myself. My best 
art tends to arrive at times of great stress!”

With its accessible location and progressive 
attitude towards presenting and promoting  
art, Black Asterisk looks set to stamp a welcome 
punctuation mark on the New Zealand art 
scene. 

Black Asterisk is at 10 Ponsonby Road, 
Auckland. For exhibition details phone 021-
0401168 or visit www.blackasterisk.co.nz

Above: Stuart Broughton, The Boatman, 2011, A1, 
C-type digital print mounted on Dibond aluminium, 
framed. Edition of 40. Right: Black Asterisk gallery

Brick Bay Sculpture Trail has announced 
its Temporary Artist Project for summer: 

The Blue Trees by Konstantin Dimopoulos. 
The artist is taking this project, which was 
first realised in Melbourne in 2006, then in 
Vancouver in 2011, around the world. The 
event, in which Dimopoulos will transform 
trees at Brick Bay into an electric ultramarine 
blue walkway using biodegradable pigment, is 
eagerly anticipated.

The vibrant Blue Trees call to attention the 
issue of deforestation and its impact on global 
warming. Every year about 800,000 square 
miles of forest are felled – trees which breathe 
for the planet, and without which temperatures 
are rising. Often overlooked in daily life, trees 
are enormously important to our survival.

The ultramarine pigment is biologically safe, 
water-based and classified as non-hazardous, 
harmless to humans and the natural world. 
Over time the colour naturally degrades and 
the trees return to their natural state. 

In nature, colour is used as a defence 
mechanism, a means of protection, and to 

Konstantin Dimopoulos will transform trees at Brick Bay 
Sculpture Trail, drawing urgent attention to deforestation.

attract birds and insects. The artist explains: 
“The Blue Trees attempts to awaken a 
similar response from viewers. It’s within this 
context that the blue denotes sacredness, 
the reverential.”

Brick Bay Sculpture Trust is proud to 
sponsor the project, which aligns with its 
philosophy of honouring and working with 
the natural environment to create, enhance 
and celebrate life. Held every summer, 
the Temporary Artist Project is aimed at 

broadening public understanding of sculpture, 
and adds to the wide range of works by leading 
New Zealand artists, which are available for 
sale at Brick Bay.

The Blue Trees is from 3 December 2011 to 
30 April 2012, and Dimopoulos will give a talk 
on site in early December. Brick Bay Sculpture 
Trail, Arabella Lane, Warkworth, open daily 
10am–5pm (last entry to trail is at 4pm). Visit 
brickbaysculpture.co.nz or phone 09 4254690 
for more information.

Konstantin Dimopoulos, The Blue Trees – 
Port Moody, Canada. Photos: Clayton Perry 
(above); Manfred Kraus (left)

Sketches-Summer 11.indd   25 25/10/11   12:25 PM


